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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 11 May 1865;— -for, 

COPY “ of Lette r from the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the Chairman 
of the Royal Commission on Railways, on the subject of Irish Railways ; 
and Reply thereto.” 



Treasury Chambers,'! 
12 May 1865. J 



F. PEEL. 



Letter from the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the Chairman of the 
Royal Commission on Railways. 

1 1, Carlton House Terrace, 

My Lord Duke, 11 April 1865. 

Many of the representatives of Ireland in the House of Commons have ex- 
pressed in Parliament their desire that the examination into the Irish Railway 
system and its operation, which is included in the general inquiry undertaken 
by the Royal Commission under your Grace’s presidency, should not be post- 
poned until after the case of the Railways of Great Britain shall have under- 
gone investigation. 

Her Majesty’s Government are under the impression that the case of the 
Irish Railways is comparatively simple, and that the facts connected with it 
might probably be collected at an early period under the auspices and instruc- 
tions of the Commission, but without interruption to that course of inquiry 
into more difficult and complex, as well as more extended, questions upon which 
the Commissioners may already have entered ; and they accordingly entered 
into an engagement to bring the matter under the consideration of the Com- 
mission. 

I have, therefore, to request that your Grace will be good enough to consult 
with your colleagues in the Commission upon the question which I have sub- 
mitted; and I have to express the readiness of Her Majesty s Government to 
co-operate with the Commission by providing, should it in your judgment be 
necessary, additional assistance with a view to the more speedy and convenient, 
collection of the information which is desired, 

I remain, &o. 

The Duke of Devonshire.. (signed) W, E. Gladstone, 



Letter from the Chairman of the Royal Commission (hi Railways to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. « 

House of Lords, Westminster, S.W.^ 
Sir 3 May 1865. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th Aprils 
me that Her Majesty’s Government have entered into an engagemeri - . 
under the consideration of this Commission the question of e y 
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nation of the Irish Railway system, and requesting me to consult on the same 
with my colleagues. 

I have now the honour to state, that your letter has been carefully considered 
by the Commission, and that they have resolved to take immediate steps to 
collect evidence on the subject of the Irish Railway system. 

The Commission are not at present able to decide whether any additional 
assistance will be necessary in collecting information, hut will bear in mind 
the offer of Her Majesty’s Government to provide it, if it should be hereafter 
required. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Devonshire. 

The Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, m.p. 
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